Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Old Wilsonians’ Cricket Club held at the Clubhouse, Hayes, on Tuesday September 21st 2010 

Present: Clive Peckover, Andy Spedding, Ian Pilgrim, Jasper Gundry-White, Suresh Sharma, Jay Yewale, William Woollard, Aaron Steel, Kenny Maxwell, Joe Winspear, Laurence Allen, Mick Pilgrim, Stephen Millward, Chris Rodda, Margo Lawrence, Robert Frost, Jane Kempthorn, Caroline Maxwell, Paul Jenkins, Denise Pilgrim and Mike Pike 
1.Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from: Doug Forbes, Rod Warboys, Ian Forbes, Pauline Bier, Nick Bier, Peter Brown, David Pilgrim, Chris Kennedy and Laki Kasturaratne
2.Minutes of the 2009 AGM 

The Minutes of the 2009 AGM were accepted as a true record 

3.Matters arising 

There were no matters arising 

4,Secretary’s Report 
The Secretary reported as follows: 
It seems we are just going from strength to strength 

The 1st XI, having won Division Five last year, waltzed through Division Four to not only finish as champions but also provide the leading run maker, wicket taker and wicket-keeper 

There will be trophies a-plenty to collect at the league dinner 

The 2’s finished third and it could so easily have been second, had the rain not saved Broadstairs in the game at Hayes 

And let’s not forget that the 2’s are already in Division 3, so the 1’s are simply catching them up 

The 3’s were fourth, the 4’s sixth and the 5’s eighth, whilst the Sunday league side finished seventh and the social side can boast that they are the only side who are still playing, having a game next Sunday  (September 26th) 

My sincere thanks to all of the skipper, with a special mention to Aaron Steel, the youngest, who has led the Sunday side magnificently


He is spending the winter months leading the 7th XI OW football team, was the Colts’ Person of the year and deserves all of the accolades showered upon him, and I have no doubt there are more to come 


Talking of the Colts they, too, won a trophy, the Harry Bright Cup 


The under 11’s were runners-up in their league, the under 16’s were third, whilst both under13 and under 15 sides struggled a little 


Caroline Maxwell is stepping down as the Colts’ Chair, and a massive vote of thanks to her for all of her hard work and commitment 

Margo Lawrence is taking over as Chair, and we wish her well in her new role

Ten individual 100’s were scored this season,  neatly divided 5 and 5 by the seniors and young adults,  although the latter were more egalitarian as their contribution  involved 4 players. Joe Winspear, Tom Davis and Jonathan Rodda,  who  all scored their maiden 100s  -  Joe then got a second – whilst Tom Morley also got a 100 following that of last year 


Tom (Davis) and Jonathan get ECB certificates for scoring 100s in senior cricket whilst being under 18, to add to the three the Club got last year

Pasan Weeraratne got 4 of the 100’s scored by ‘the old men!’ and Rakesh Joshi the other one.


Jane Kempthorn has again kept an ever watchful eye on our membership, and our thanks are due to her for the diligent way she has carried out this vital task 

As you have no doubt noticed, the work on the square has been completed and will play a lot better next year – if it doesn’t, then serious questions will be asked of the contractors for it cost over £7,000! 


The square has been our Achilles heel for some time, and the original intention had been to rectify this three years ago, but the cost prohibited this 


Half of that cost is being met by the Cricket Club and the other by the Association, for whom many thanks and also for their patience with us in regard to the amount of money we owe them. 


Thanks to some fine tuning – e.g increasing annual subs and match fees for the season just completed, the Sports Match facility, some generous donations and some excellent house- keeping, we have not only managed to ensure that the work on the wicket has gone ahead but have also repaid half of the loan to the Association as well as our annual rent 


Andy Spedding has been meticulous in his book-keeping and totally in control of our finances, and we are indebted to him for this.  


On Thursday (September 23rd) we have yet another meeting with the Planning Committee of Bromley Council in our efforts to attain planning permission to erect Cricket Nets on the land the OWA purchased from Ex-Blues, and a children’s playground at Hayes 


My sincere belief is that the Council support us – there have been many examples of this – but some of the local residents are being totally unreasonable 


Mick Pilgrim and Doug Forbes have done an enormous amount of work on our behalf to ensure that we achieve these state of the art facilities, and I think we will be successful this time 


(NB and update: At the Council meeting our planning permission was approved by 6 votes to 3 and we can now go ahead with the Nets and playground)


We continue to be concerned at the condition of the wickets the 3rd, 4th and 5th XIs play under, and will make every effort to find alternative grounds for them to play on.


Sincere congratulations to all of the award winners and to all those involved in ensuring that the end of season buffet was such a great success. They illustrated what we all know – cricket is a team game and everyone has played his or her part


Ian Forbes, who received the Alan Albury Award this year to add to his runner-up medal in the National awards last year, has been rewarded by  both County and Country for something we all knew a very long time ago – he is one of the most dedicated people in Club cricket. 


In Ian Pilgrim and Doug Forbes as our President and Chair respectively, we have had two outstanding leaders, and with Clive Peckover as our vice-chair and Andy Steel as Club captain, we have four people who will take us even higher. 


Doug deservedly won our ‘Clubman of the Year’ award and I was somewhat amused by IP’s remark that “he has taken us to places we have never been before” This has almost certainly something to do with his dodgy Sat Nav!

As a consequence of the OWA’s CASC application, which will save us paying Council and Corporation tax and enable us to accrue an extra 28p from any donations, we will need to make minor changes to our Constitution, namely we will all henceforth be known as ‘participants’ rather than ‘members’ and any property and assets now belong to the Association rather than the Cricket Club, although the latter will have a say as to how any such funds are utilised. 


These changes was approved by the meeting 

One final plea to the skippers to provide end of season reports for the newsletter, which will continue to be published throughout the winter 


Clive Peckover added that he was writing to the OWA expressing satisfaction that the work on the wicket had been completed and seeking assurances that it would be maintained properly 


He also felt that the wickets used by the 4th and 5th XIs - i.e. at BOCA and Ex-Blues, were dangerous. 


Andy Spedding pointed out that BOCA have been seeking volunteers – from ourselves – with regard to doing some basic maintenance on their square. 

5. Colts Report 

“The 2010 has seen another good year for the Colts and the Colts Committee.


The Pre-season evening in April started the season off with a good turn out by colts members,  who duly completed membership forms and paid subs. Very many thanks to Jane Kempthorn,  who has provided a first class service as Colts Membership Secretary but will,  sadly,  be giving up this role now.


The Chance to Shine project is ongoing and thank you to those involved with the administration and coaching of this important venture.

2010 saw two new ECB coaches join our team in Kenny Maxwell, as a Level 1, and Pasan Weeraratne as a Level 2. Simon Goatcher, already one of our coaches, passed his Level 2.

 
The website has continued to bring in new members on the strength of information on it. However, I am still sending out my plea to have more articles from club members sent to me for publication. During the 2010 / 2011 close season we will see the Cricket Club website link in totally with the fantastic new OWA website set up and managed by Jim Lloyd. It is still my intention to be “web-mistress” for the cricket section of the new site, which will assist Jim in what would otherwise be a hefty workload.


The 2010 season has had mixed fortunes for our colts. The U16’s did well coming 3rd in their division and the U11’s had a great season, despite just missing out as Champions of division 2. The Super 8’s had their best ever season, reaching Finals Day for the first time and finishing 5th in Kent. But it was our U12’s who were the star performers, bringing home the U12 Harry Bright Cup for the first time in our history. The rest of our teams will continue to consolidate and look forward to a brighter future. Again, I am pleased to say that we continue to follow our policy of all colts, regardless of gender and ability, playing in games, and this is what gives our club a great reputation, which many clubs admire and envy.


Thank you to all the Colts Committee, coaches, the Senior Committee and club members for their support of the Colts during 2010 – please continue to do so!

As you know I am stepping down as Colts Chair and from the Colts committee at the end of this season. I wish to particularly thank Doug Forbes and Ian Pilgrim, who have been of tremendous support to me, and so easy and much fun to work with. Denise Pilgrim must also be thanked and, although no longer involved with the Committee, always gives 100% to the club and will always step in at any point to assist when needed. I would like to wish my successor much luck and look forward to seeing the Colts continue to flourish in the years ahead and become the best colts club in Bromley District;  mind you,  in my eyes we already are!


Lastly, may I take this opportunity to thank Old Wilsonians’ for the beautiful engraved pen set that you presented to me at the Colts Awards Evening – something that I will treasure forever.”
Caroline Maxwell, Colts Chair 

Jay Yewale asked about Colts numbers and was informed that they were similar to last yea.r


Ian Pilgrim reminded the meeting that, last year, one of the parents had expressed the view that colts sides should not have ‘match managers’ and this issue has come up again,  and do we want to stick to the original decision – i.e that the sides should be managed by the coaches 

Rob Frost explained that some of the coaches do not match manage, due to other commitments - e.g. work, and that covering them when they are not available is difficult. What we really need is more coaches. 


Ian Pilgrim felt that the coaches should always be there but a match manager was acceptable in an emergency. There is also an insurance issue, and this needs to be addressed 


Margo and the Colts Committee to address this issue during the winter 


Rob said we would benefit from the presence of more responsible adults


Ian Pilgrim proposed we should have coaches at every game 


This was seconded by Caroline Maxwell 


Suresh Sharma said there were many youngsters looking for work, and could we appoint an apprentice grounds-man 


It was explained that this was an Association issue 

Jasper Gundry-White, on behalf of the coaches, wished to record a vote of thanks to Caroline for all of the work she had done for the Colts 

Andy Spedding reminded the meeting that we still have £500 from Step into sport to spend

6.Treasurer’s  Report 


Andy Spedding presented a draft report, explaining that the financial year does not end until September 30th 


He reported that this had been a better season than last, with a combined – seniors and colts – profit of over £2,000 as opposed to a deficit of over £9.000 in 2009 


As well as paying our ground rent, we had paid back half of the loan from the OWA 


The raising of annual subscriptions and match fees had brought in an extra £3,500 and the donations to help pay for our senior coaches had been a great help 


Andy thanked the collectors of match fees and annual subscriptions – there are still a few outstanding annual subscriptions to be collected 

We charged for indoor nets this year, which brought in more revenue, and spent £1,600 less on the likes of coaching and administration 


The bounced cheque of £3,500 has been sorted out 


We have made use of Sports Match, an ECB facility, which enables as to double donations 


We have had sponsorship from Gaea Ltd, Thai Elephant Restaurant and Woodhouse Dog Grooming 

Approximately £7,000 has been raised in this way and can be doubled via Sports match  


Ken Slater, from HSBC, has agreed to be our referee and we are taking advice from someone who is an expert in this field and done it before 


This should materilaise in December 


About £2,000 was raised in fund-raising 


Self catering at the end of season buffet raised £700 


There had been a reduction in income from the Summer camps,  and we need to advertise them earlier next year and get into the schools 


Jasper Gundry-White asked question about the teas, which showed an apparent loss of £1,000


This item simply related to money from opposition teas and the money paid to tea providers 


The actual figure is an integral part of the match fees and, in fact, shows a surplus of over £1,000 


The committee to look at the format 


Clive felt we have done well in basics, but need to improve on fund-raising 


There had not been a Fun Day, which raised £500 in 2009 


Caroline expressed thanks to the catering team for September 18th 


Ian Pilgrim expressed the view that this was the best set of accounts he had seen, and recorded a vote of thanks to Andy 


It was agreed that there would be no change in annual subscriptions or match fees for the seniors, but that the annual subscriptions for all sections of the colts should be increased to £25. The training/coaching fees to remain unchanged 


In view of the fact that the financial year ends on September 30th, it was agreed that next year’s AGM should be in October. The Committee to discuss 
 
7.Fixture  Secretary’s Report 

“The 2010 season has again been busy for the Fixtures Secretary. The number of scheduled club matches rose very slightly than in 2009 to approximately 200 games. 


As is usual, a few fell victim to the weather, with a number of matches being cancelled, and I believe this season it was the seniors who suffered slightly more than the colts.


Colts Day was thoroughly enjoyed by approximately 80 colts and our annual 6-a-side day, likewise, was enjoyed by the older colts and senior players.


2010 saw one of our best Cricket Weeks in years and again was organised by Jasper. For me it had 2 highlights this year. Firstly, Sri Lankan Day,  when the game resulted in a tie,  followed by a curry evening and,  secondly,  the Thursday, splendidly arranged by Suresh Sharma,  who bought a team along and then provided a superb hog roast and disco. It was, however, the nosiest game of cricket I have experienced from the balcony, with music pounding out all afternoon. Many thanks must go to Laki and Suresh for their efforts. Next year will hopefully be even better!


Appreciation must also go to the gentlemen who attended the league meetings and represented our club. Many thanks, too, to all those involved with the team selections, coaching, match managing, scoring, food preparation, supporters…….the list is endless.

I am sorry to report that I have a couple of disappointments. Firstly, when our 5th XI had to concede a game, through no fault of ours, when our hired pitch owners strangely decided to soak their wicket during the morning, preventing the game from going ahead. The second is the Sunday League game that we conceded. Please can we ensure that the latter does not happen again. I believe it reflects badly on our club and may result in the Sunday League side now not playing in the proposed higher division during 2011.


All in all, though, a thoroughly enjoyable season for all involved at Old Wilsonians.”


Caroline Maxwell – Fixtures Secretary


Suresh was concerned that some sides did not have games on some weeks 


It was explained that this was a consequence of the way in which the league organised the fixtures, over which we have no control. 


Mick Pilgrim explained that there would be no transition period next year between the football and cricket seasons and fixtures could be arranged immediately the football season ends. 

We will think about the run-in to next season with regard to pre-league friendly fixtures, and the committee will discuss. 


Rob Frost mentioned colts fixtures could/should start earlier 


Clive spoke about Sunday cricket 

He said that the league side depended strongly on the efforts of Steve Millward and, when he was away one week, it fell down 


Clive and Doug Forbes are both of the view that the ‘social’ games should continue to be played at Hayes, but we need to look at the sides we play at the moment 


Others wanted some league games played at Hayes 


It was suggested that a small group sit down and look at the current sides we play at Hayes and decide who to keep and then discuss whether or not to have any league cricket at Hayes 


Steve explained that, due to re-structuring, there will be 8 teams in each division next season and we are likely to be in the second division 


Rob made the point that the Sunday fixtures are a nice introduction to Hayes for the colts 


Diary dates for next season: 

President’s Day - July 17th followed by cricket week 


Colts day would be the following week, because of school break-up dates 


Last day of league fixtures will be host a club barbecue -September 3rd 


Colts awards - September 10th

Senior awards – September 17th 


Pre-season get together to be agreed 


There was some confusion about when Clubforce will take place, and this will be clarified
8.Kit Manager’s Report 

The Kit Manager had apologised for his absence and there was no report 

9.Membership Secretary’s report 

Jane reported that, thanks to the skippers, there are only six outstanding annual subscriptions and she hoped this trend will continue 

We have 124 paid up colts members – only 5 tried it and did not come back 

Jane is stepping down as colts membership secretary but will continue as seniors

A vote of thanks was recorded to Jane for all of her hard work 
10. League Reports 
Jay reported that there are 11 confirmed attendees for the League Dinner 

It looks as if the South Thames League will become an integral part of the Kent Feeder League following restructuring, and Clive to attend their meeting next week 

We need to ascertain the date of the Feeder League Dinner 

Rob explained that there is a move to change under 15 games from Sundays to mid-week, which he will oppose at their meeting on November 15th 

11.Election of Officers 
The following were elected as Officers of the Club 

Seniors 

President:  Ian Pilgrim

Vice-Presidents: The current vice-Presidents were re-elected with the addition of Jane Kempthorn and Laki Kasturiratne 

Chair: Clive Peckover 

Vice-Chair; Doug Forbes 

Secretary: Mike Pike 

Treasurer: Andy Spedding 

League representatives 

Kent League: Suresh Sharma 

Kent Feeder League: Paul Jenkins and Mick Pilgrim 

South Thames League:  Volunteer required if needed 

Sunday League: Steve Millward 

Kit Manager: Ian Forbes 

Fixtures Secretary: Caroline Maxwell 

Membership Secretary: Jane Kempthorn 

Catering Manager: Mike Pike 

Registration Officer: Mike Pike 

Club captain: Andy Steel 

Skippers 

1st XI: Jay Yewale

Vice-captain: Suminda Balage Don 

2nd XI: Jasper Gundry-White
Vice-captain: Suresh Sharma 

3rd XI: Laki Kasturiratne
Vice-captain: Mick Pilgrim 

4th XI: Alex Forbes

Vice-captain: Andy Steel 

5th XI: Adrian Beckett

Vice-captain: Paul Jenkins 

(A vote of thanks was recorded to Stuart Forbes, who was standing down as 5th XI skipper) 

Sunday XI: (Hayes) Aaron Steel 

Sunday league:  Pasan Weeraratne
Vice-captain: Michael Mitchell 

(Steve Millward to continue as team manager) 

Welfare Officer: Jane Kempthorn 

Fund-raising: Doug Forbes 

Colts 

Chair: Margo Lawrence 

Secretary: Linda Saint 

Treasurer: Andy Spedding 

Fixtures Secretary: Caroline Maxwell

Membership Secretary: Caroline Smith 
Parents Rep: to be decided at Colts meeting 

Coaching co-ordinator: Rob Frost 

North Kent Junior League Rep: Rob Frost 

12. Another other Business 

OWA Accounts 

Suresh Sharma asked if we get to see the OWA accounts 

Yes- these are presented at the Association’s AGM in December 

Flicx pitch 
Joe Winspear expressed concern that the flicx pitch was dangerous and asked if it were still used 

It is used by the colts but needs to be maintained properly and the health and safety elements need to be addressed 

Winter Nets 

Chris Rodda explained that Bishop Justice have an indoor Nets facility – it is used by the District Academy – and may be better than Ravensbourne 

Andy Steel and Jasper Gundry-White have been looking into this 

The price is the same but, at the moment, we get an extra 45 minutes free at Ravensbourne 

Ian Pilgrim pointed out that Ravensbourne is part of the Chance to Shine scheme 

Rob Frost, Chris Andy and Jasper to liaise 

Young adults 

The President said how pleasing it was to see so many ‘young adults’ at the meeting and perhaps they will now get involved in the Committee and fund-raising activities 

There being no other business, the meeting ended at 10-32 with a vote of thanks to the Chair 
Mike Pike - Secretary
