North Kent Junior League Harry Bright U12 Cup Final 
Sunday 5th September 2010

Blackheath U12 v Old Wilsonians U12
Blackheath 87 for 8 (24 overs)   Old Wilsonians 88 for 4 (22.3 overs)
A pleasant Sunday morning at Farningham Cricket Ground nestling in the Darent Valley below the hills of the North Downs saw a well-supported OW’s U12s beat Blackheath U12s to lift the Harry Bright U12 Cup for the first time in the Club’s history.

In a close fought match, in which the two teams renewed their rivalry from the 2009 League season, that ebbed and flowed with neither team in the ascendancy for any significant period, with the pitch and outfield conditions favouring the bowlers, OW deservedly won to deny Blackheath a taste of success for the second time in just over twelve months.  Bearing in mind that Blackheath had won their semi-final only 6 days previously and most of the OW team had played very little competitive cricket since the end of the Colts’ season in the third week of July the result is a testament to the quality of the cricketing ability within and the overall strength of  the side. 
Having won the toss OW decided to bowl first and Blackheath were immediately put on the back foot losing a wicket to Jacob Gold’s first ball through a sharp catch in the slips by Louis Pryor. With the score on 15 Pryor struck to bowl S Ahmed for 10 and end an attacking innings.   Blackheath then built their best partnership of the match 23 runs between Gardiner and Mooney taking the score to 38 before two bowling changes resulted in wickets to Luke Saint and in his first over of off spin Josh Lawrence with the score 41 for 4 from  twelve overs. 
Following drinks Blackheath went on the attack through O Dransfield with D Hirani batting around him and ably supporting; the score moving quickly to 53. Gold brought himself back into the attack and after a single to Dransfield off a very sharp catching chance behind the stumps then restricted Hirani scoring further and took a good catch to have him caught and bowled.  Dransfield continued to score well though particularly square on the off side.  A further change of bowling brought on James Perera and after two good offside shots behind the wicket for 4 and 2 Dransield tried to hit a short pitched ball over Luke Saint at gulley who judging it very well took a very good catch. With Dransfield gone for 19 the late middle order found scoring difficult off tight bowling with the result that only 6 runs were added in four overs with a further wicket taken by Gold.  At 71 for 7 from 21 overs Blackheath had to take risks. Despite losing a further wicket to Saint, because for the first time in the innings OW’s bowlers lost their line and length plus good run out opportunities were missed they managed to add a further 16 runs to leave OW 88 to win.
OW’s innings began slowly in the face of very quick hostile bowling with both openers Josh Lawrence and Sean Beckett having difficulty with the pace and having to defend against its accuracy.  Rotating the strike did not prove easy with some risks being taken resulting in near run outs. Consequently only 17 runs came from the first nine overs.  Fortunately Blackheath’s second line bowling did not prove so hostile or as accurate which allowed Josh Lawrence in particular to score freely with some good boundaries. Sean Beckett who had defended so well sadly perished in the twelfth over being caught for 4 off F Chambers trying to hit over mid-off.  At drinks the score was 42 for 1 with 25 runs having been scored off the previous 3 overs and all importantly wickets in hand.   
Drinks taken and with Josh Lawrence retiring on 25 almost immediately after the break Blackheath bowled with renewed vigour and fielded very well.  With two new batsmen at the crease, and notwithstanding some very good cricket shots behind leg by Louis Pryor, scoring became harder with Joe Wall bowled by Chambers shortly after the resumption. Jacob Gold joined Pryor to score 9 with some good shots but could not easily get the bowling away and attempting to hit S Ahmed over mid-off was caught. With the run rate declining 28 runs had been added by the end of the twentieth over.  At 70 for 3 OW were just slightly ahead of the run rate with Cem Tumkaya in partnership with Pryor.  Tumkaya’s stay was relatively short hitting a valuable 7 runs in quick time, then being caught and bowled by Hirani attempting a big hit back over the bowler’s head. But it was Pryor’s running between the wickets, which pressed Blackheath’s fielders taking quick singles and turning ones in to twos that had finally turned the game OW’s way, the partnership having added 15 runs.  With the score on 83 for 3 and Pryor at the non-batting end 5 runs were required off 9 balls which Luke Saint, having just come in, scored off the first three balls he faced of the penultimate over aided by Pryor’s excellent running to record a memorable victory.

It was a great effort by every member of the team and although OW did not field overall to their usual high standard nevertheless every player worked very hard which shows the value of giving everything and really trying. 

Highlights of the game for OW were the excellent captaincy of Jacob Gold in the field and his bowling with 3 for 14 off 4 overs with all the other bowlers contributing very well; the extremely valuable opening partnership of 42 between Sean Beckett and Josh Lawrence against very good bowling; Josh Lawrence’s quick scoring once the second line bowlers came into the attack; and not least Louis Pryor who stayed calm in a very tight situation and used cricketing common sense to take control in the middle and finish 12 not out to enable OW to win the match.

Blackheath competed very well and commiserations to them.  It is not easy to lose but to suffer at the hands of the same team in two seasons is even more difficult.  I am sure at one point they thought that OW was not going to chase down their total, with their supporters clapping enthusiastically every dot ball; which just may have crossed the minds of some of our supporters too but in the end OW came through. One could imagine what Blackheath would say about that - “Oh no not Old Wilsonians again” or perhaps in not so many syllables words to that effect.
To win this Cup has involved a squad of 15 players used at various stages of the competition all of whom will receive medals. 
Robert Frost
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