Old Wilsonian’s Colts U13 v Wilson’s School U13

Tuesday 1st July 2008
Wilsons School  138 for 7     Old Wilsonians’ CC  51 all out
A superb Wilson’s School U13A side overwhelmed a mixed U13A/B team to win the Challenge Cup.

Everyone who came along to watch the game I am sure would agree that we were comprehensively outplayed in a twenty over per side match by a display of powerful and elegant batting strokes.  This plus excellent fielding and well directed accurate bowling by an experienced cricketing outfit of primarily Year 8 boys consigned us to a defeat in just over 17 overs.

So you say “no contest” and on the face of it you would be right.  Effectively though the OWCC side had only six Year 8 players of whom only three had played cricket for more than two years so our performance was creditable against easily the strongest U13 side I have seen this season.  The outcome would have probably been no different with the best U13 eleven the Club could have put out and dare I say that our U15B’s  might have struggled if not the A’s.
No team likes to beaten so well but to play in games like this and against a team of this calibre is a very good learning experience because of the example that Wilson’s gave in how the game needs to be played and what can be achieved when individuals really work at their game as they clearly have done.   The most important thing that each and every player has to take on board is that there is always room for improvement and no room for complacency about cricketing ability.

To take seven of Wilsons’ wickets was a great effort. We could have restricted their scoring had a number of catches been taken which were put down because we were back on our heals when we needed to be walking in. Additionally we needed to be a little more energetic in our fielding.  That said once the ball was hit the outfield was very quick and despite some good full length diving efforts the boundary on all sides was well found. William Minnett had a particularly good game behind the stumps taking two good catches and making a sharp stumping. By contrast Wilsons’ fielding put our batters under continuous pressure. They chased hard and ran down balls with real determination and seriously restricted our scoring even with good shots.
Our best bowlers were Velson (1 for 12 in four overs ) and Oliver (2 for 22 in four). They were the only bowlers to significantly trouble their batters.  Liam and Sam both bowled excellent full deliveries well pitched up to take a wicket apiece and deservedly, Liam a beautiful out swinger and Sam a great in swinger. Unfortunately there were just not enough balls of this quality.  More that half the balls bowled other than by Velson and Oliver were too short, full tosses or leg side and with batsman of this ability such deliveries are going to be punished which is exactly what happened so the majority of our bowling conceded in excess of 7 runs an over.  It’s a hard lesson but the more you work at your game the better you will become.

Their bowling was in the main excellent, aided I must say throughout our innings even from our experienced players by poor shot selection.  That said none of OWCC batters have probably faced such consistently accurate or the type of bowling regularly this season.   Most of their bowling was fast leg “cutters” with occasional away swing.  They speared their deliveries into middle and leg and often at near Yorker length.  This type of bowling is difficult enough for an experienced batsman to deal with.  Our players do not see this a great deal in League games. It is very hard to play but to do so you have to get on the front foot and most of our batters played back.   Professional sides use this type of bowling towards the end of one day games because it is designed to restrict runs.  For an Under13 side to be using it is quite sophisticated. Against a good experienced batter though it can be a tactic which costs runs because any ball off line to leg should be dealt with.
The strength of their bowling attack meant that our scoring opportunities were restricted as they pinned us down. So our innings became one of dogged defence as opposed to any belligerence. In this respect George Trussler and George Brindley both U13B players held out well with 8 and 8 not out respectively.  Our top scorer was Velson on 9 with a tremendous six off a no ball.  Now that’s what I call  
“the treatment” but just like the rest of the team it was not his day.  That’s cricket!  There will days when we play worse and win and better and lose.  But the better players you become the more chance of winning.  Never get down over the result of one game but do not ignore what any game can teach you about what to aim for and how you can improve. It is an important lesson. Even more importantly next year the Cup is up for grabs again for those of you who will not be moving up to the Under 15’s.  A repeat performance from Wilsons’; well we shall see, but not if you don’t let them. Nothing is guaranteed in cricket.  
Many thanks to Caroline Maxwell who arranged this match with Andy Parkinson (OW footballer and Sports Master at Wilsons’ School) and thanks to those who represented the Club and particularly those who were available at short notice as a result of withdrawals due to other commitments. Our team was:-

Velson Devarajulu  Captain

Will Minnett
Wicket Keeper

Adam Benwell

George Brindley

Daniel Butcher

Sam Caiger

Matt Davis

Oliver Frost

Scott Jenkins

William Minnett

Liam Titchner

George Trussler

Robert Frost – Match Manager

Please view the OWCC website’s Gallery for photo’s of the teams.

