Under 16’s lose to OD CUACO by 5 wickets

At Hayes on 16th May 2008

Having lost the toss on very cold overcast evening OWCC were asked to bat and were soon in trouble to a very good quick opening bowling attack of OD CUACO. Michael Mitchell was the first to depart being caught at mid-wicket with the score at 7 in the fourth over, with Dan Cudmore going in the same over caught behind the wicket when the score was 10.

So unknown territory, with a hostile bowling attack and the loss of two early wickets and when D.Smedley (OD CUACO) was replaced by yet another very quick bowler L.Caddy who bowled his first two overs for just 2 runs things seemed ominous for the OWCC with only 31 runs on the board at nearly the halfway mark.

The stage was set for Callum Steel and James Croft who put on 82 runs in 6 overs before Callum was bowled for 56 with 5 fours and 2 sixes in the 15th over by which time the score had progressed to a very respectable 92. James Croft was the next to go for 30 with the score at 102 in the 17th over and Michael Wisbey chipped in with 19 not out in the last few overs during which time Noor Ali had been bowled for 1 run.

This was by far the best and strongest bowling attack faced by OWCC and the total of 125 for 5 wickets was very respectable and very defendable with similar bowling and fielding performances as in previous weeks.

OWCC opened with Tom Sullivan and Michael Mitchell replacing the absent Chris Scott and both bowled well. After the completion of their allotted 8 overs the score was only 24 with both having taken a wicket each leaving the opposition needing 102 from the remaining 12 overs.

Bowling changes were now necessary and unfortunately the change bowlers of James Croft and Tyrell Duberry cost a total of 56 from just 5 overs which allowed the batsman to dominate after having OD Cuaco on the rack at 49 for the loss of 4 wickets in the 11th over.

When Nick Morley came on to bowl with his leg spin one batsman in particular was rampant namely B.Webster who plundered runs and finished the match in the 18th over and finished on 67 not out. Nick having bowled 3 overs for 35 runs and one wicket. OD Cuaco ended on 126 for the loss of 5 wickets.

There is no doubt that this was the strongest team OWCC have played but from a good winning position we lost our way a little and as the saying goes “gained defeat from the jaws of victory”

There were many good performances: Callum Steel, James Croft and Michael Wisbey with the bat, Tom Sullivan and Michael Mitchell with the ball and some good fielding when in the driving seat but also many things to learn :

Ball watching, running the first run quickly, assessing the opposition fielders-left or right handed strong throwing or not and defending good totals. When matches are close like this one all runs missed or given away become vital and can be the difference between winning and losing.
Team: Mitchell, Cudmore, Steel (C), Croft, Wisbey, Ali, Duberry, Sullivan, Benwell, Heskins, Morley.
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